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POLITICAL GENERAL. 
Tur Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the 23rd March, in reference 


to the reduction i in the limit of age from 21 to 19 years for 


candidates for the civil service examinations, remarks that 
this reduction in the limit of age will have the effect of practi- 


cally shutting the doors on the native candidates tothe cove-— 


nanted civil service. The editor calls upon the natives to 
convene meetings i in various parts of the country to draw up 
memorials to the parliament protesting against the change. 


CABUL. 


diislt saitinineiniead of the Rahbarti- Hind, of the 27th March, 
writing from Cabul, says that the Amir is making military 
preparations for a war. The Akhind, at the request of the 
Amir, collected the Khans of Kohistan; Bajor, and SwAt, and 
preached them:a Jihad for three days, and, afterwards sent 
them to Cabul.. The Amir conferred honours and khelatg on 


them, and telling that he was about to engage in a war, 
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appealed to them ‘for aid, and they all warmly responded to 
his call. The Amir bas also issued a circular to his gover- 
nors of ‘provinces to prepare for a war. 


TURKEY AND THE MUSALMANS OF INDIA. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the 23rd March, notices 
the establishment of a committee by Musalmans at Aligarh 
to raise subscriptions for the relief of the wounded and or- 
phans of the Turkish soldiery. The preliminary meeting 
assembled on the 18th.idem at the house of Sayyid Ahmad 
Khan, Bahadur, c.s.1., and Rs. 6,807 were subscribed to on 


the spot. 
NATIVE STATES. 

The Akhbér-i-Alam, of the 27th March, in its correspond- 
ence columns, complains that the Nazim of Narnol in the 
Patiala State is animated by strong religious prejudices against 
the Musalmans. He has permitted Hindus to build dwelling- 
houses on the sites.of several masjids which were in a dila- 
pidated state. 


The same paper notices a strange instance of sati. On 
the 6th of February last, in mauza Jelru, pargana Narnol 
(Patiala), a Jat burnt himself to death on the funeral pyre 
of his wife with her corpse. This horrible incident deserves 
the attention of the Government, so as to prevent its recur- 


rence in future. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Ndr, of the 24th March, is 
of opinion that a pension given by the Government to a pub- 
lic servant should not cease with the death of the pensioner, 
but should be continued to his family even after his death. 


. Under the present system the family of a poor pensioner is left 


without any means of support after his death. To prevent the 
pension charges from increasing under the proposed system, 
the present : rates of pension should be lowered. 


The Najm-ul- Akhbar, of the 24th March, dwells on the i in- 
justice of excluding natives from hi gher offices i in the customs 
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department, which are usually held by Eurasians. The offices 
are not reserved for covenanted officers, and natives as well 
as Eurasians are eligible to them. The Commissioner of 
Customs should exercise a strict supervision , over ‘his subor- 


_ dinates, and see that a prompt hearing is  vouchsafed to the 
complaints of petitioners. 


The Safir-i-Bodhdna, of the 28th Mar in ceationdiies of 
its previous article noticed in the Selections for the week end- 
ing the 24th March, 1877, page 202, proceeds to remark that 
the Kuropeans employed in the Engineering department, the 
commissariat and others, are notorious as natives for corruption 
and bribery. The main cause of this dishonesty, as in the case 
of the natives, is the low scales of pay. The Government has 
lost all trust in the natives since the mutiny, and has accord- 
ingly burdened them with an enormous number of laws and 
regulations with the object of keeping their power and liberty 
in check. The editor, referring to the decay of native industr’es 
and arts, and the hankering of the natives after Government 
Service as its necessary consequence, suggests a reorganization 
of the education department for the revival of useful arts and 
sciences in India. Every student should be allowed to pursue 
a course of study for which he has a natural bent. Greater 
facilities should be given for the prosecution of the physical 
science. There should be special colleges for giving a profes- 
sional education in engineering, medicine, agriculture, indus- 
trial arts, &c. .The civil service examination should be also 
held in India, as this may enable a asia number of natives 
to enter the covenanted civil service. — 


Khair-Khwah-i-Hindustan, of the 24th March tas of 
the proud and lordly conduct of some members of the muni- 
cipal committee of Amritsar towards the people, and urges 
the expedience of appointing old men of good character and 
education as members of the municipal committee. . 

The Shold Tur, of the 27th March, thinks ‘it ‘to be a great 
misfortune to India that the Eastern question has not yet come 
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to satisfactory solution, and that dificulties have ariseti on the 
north-west frontier ‘of India. The frontier tribes ‘and the 
Afo Hiding ate ‘netoriously avaricious. Péacd was once before 
mateht ased with the Afridis by a grant of money. The adoption 
of ‘the ‘samé policy will again disarm thefr hostility. ‘The 
activity of the Amir has been roused by the suspension of thé © 
anntral grant of mioney he used to receive from the Government. 
The restoration’ of the suvsidy will again secure his friendship. 
There dre serious apprehensions of an outbréak of war in 
Europe owing to the Eastern question. It is these circumstan- 
ces which have placed our kind Government into:a difficult 
position, and constrained it to look carefully after the state 
of its finances. Strict economy is to be exercised in expéndi- 
turé, and measures are to be devised for enhancing: thd 
revenues. The imposition of a license-tax on trades in the 
North- Western Provinces has been décided upon. | 


[the Lesa Gazette, of the 27th March, in reference to 
the N orth- Western Provinces License Act of 1877, observes 
that the rates.of license fees are not high, "especially the rate 
fixed for bankers.is remarkably low. But printers and pub- 
lishers who carry on their trades at a very small profit should 
be exempted from the payment. of the tax. 


The Sajir-i-Bodhdna, of the 28th March, thinks that the 
license tax on trades apparently seems to be levied for the pur- 
pose of meeting the deficit of the budget for 1877-78. We 
believe that the license tax will be a temporary one, and the 
Government will try in future to cover the deficit by enforcing 
economy inthe administration. If this tax turns out to be'tem- 
porary, as we anticipate, it will not press heavily upon the 
people. The editor impresses upon the Government the im- 
portance of appointing honest men to draw up the list of 
persons who are to pay the tax in each district. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 28th March, thinks it to be very 
unjust on ‘the part of the English Government to levy a 
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license tax in the North-Western Provinces, seeing ‘that the 
people are already overburdened by a: number of taxes, as 
the chaukidari, the road cess,: thé patwari, the school cess, 
talbana, stamps, the municipal tax, the customs, the. harbour 
dues, and the canal: tax, besides the revenue taken from: the 
agricultural classes. If there be any deficit in the finances 
of the State, the Government should curtail all extravagant 
expenditure. Ifthe Government wishes. to make eseh pros 
vince self-supporting so much the better. In the finances 
of the North-Western Provinces there is no deficit, and 
even if: there were a small deficit, it might. be met by the 
enforcement of proper economy. But then justice would 
require that the self-supporting principle should be strictly 
carried through. Why are the revenues of this unlucky 
country carried to England? Why are the treasures of 
India lavishly squandered? India had to pay millions» 
sterling towards the expenses of the Abyssinian war. The 
enormous expenses of the entertainment given to the late 
Sultan of Turkey in England, and of the Indian visit of the 
Prince of Wales devolved on the Indian exchequer... No less 
than ten lakhs of rupees were spent on the late Delhi darbar. 
An annual subsidy of twelve lakhs is paid to the Amir 
of Cabul. It is really strange that an attempt is made at 
direct taxation in opposition to the public declarations of the 
English ministry that no direct tax would be levied in. India. 
The Musal man emperors levied only one tas, 1. e., the Jazia, 
which did not amount to more than, Rs, 2-4-0 per head. The 
Government is not justified in claiming part of the hard 
earned wages of the poor trader and labourer. If the impor 
sition of a new tax was unavoidable, an import duty should 
have een levied on spirituous liquors whieh would fall only 
on the rich consumers and would cause no popular discontent, _| 

The Vakil-i-Hindustan, of the 24th March, in reference to 
the memorial submitted by the members of the Municipal 
Committee, the Sardars.and Raises of Amritsar to the Pan- 
jab Government praying for the retention of. Colonel Hall, the 
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Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar, in that district, who has 

been transferred to Lahore, remarks that this memorial is no 
true index of the popular feeling towards him. With the 

exception of a few men who have derived undeserved bene- 

fits at the hands of the C»lonel, no manis favourably disposed 
towards him. The editor then refers to a number of cases in 
which the Colonel has been guilty, in the opinion of the editor, 
of acts of violence and injustice, as for instance, the judgment 
of the Deputy Commissioner in the.case about burning a copy 
of the Quran; the case of Babu Hazari Lal, the local fund 
committee clerk; the unreasonable persistence of the Colonel 
in the case about the shops of Sardar Dyal Singh in which 
the former not only permitted some men to build houses on 
the sites to which they had no right, but also tried his best to 
evade giving effect to the orders of the superior ‘courts which 

did not accord with his wishes ; the case about the demolition 
of the house of Baldeo Das’; ‘the entire displacement of the 
eld amla by new men; and the strange acts which he some-_ 
times did through the municipal committee and the district 
committee. No one in Amritsar can be ignorant of his over- 
bearing conduct. It is to be hoped that the Government 
will not be misled by the memorial which in no way represents 
the thoughts and feelings of the people towards the Colonel. 


FAMINE. 


The Urdéi Akhbdr (published in Mahrati at Akola), of the 
24th March, says that the weekly famine report for the week 
ending the 9th March is as it were a reply to the Sarvajanik 
Subha of Poona. But we regret to say that the Government 
entertains the belief that its officers honestly and conscien- 
tiously carry out the instructions prescribed to them by the. 
Government. The European officers also receive the facts 
supplied to them by their native subordinates without scru- 
tiny, and accordingly draw up their reports for submission to 
‘the Government. The lower native officers, as sub-overseers, 
-karkuns, &c., extort bribes from the poor labourers employed 
on the relief works. 


a 
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i. RAILWAY AND POST OFFICE. © 
 A*corréspondent of the Koh-i-Nér, of ‘the ‘24th Marchi: 
“urges that in order to prevent accidents at ‘the time of ‘thé 
passengers’ getting in and out of the railway carriages at the . 
 Mazaffarnagar station, the time fixed ‘for the passenger trains 
to halt at that station should be a little increased. One night 
the writer witnessed with his own eyes ‘some old women in 
attempting to get out of the carriages in haste fall down i into 
the empty space between the platform and the carriages. “They 
were pulled up with difficulty. The step of a carriage on 


which the passenger places one of ‘his feet ia getting down 
from-the carriage should be a little larger and stronger: 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette, of the 27th 
March, writing from Narora, complains that as some of the 
superior post-offices have been closed, and iniferior post-offices 
substituted in their places in each district as an. economical 


measure, letters now take a much longer time in reaching 
ate destinations than’ they did before. - 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


- The Safir-i-Bodhdna, of the 28th March, in its oorrespond- 
ence columns, states that on the 24th idem, four European 
soldiers left Meerut on a shooting excursion, and commenced 
shooting the peacocks in mauza Rorah, tahsil’ J ansat, (Mu- 
zaffarnagar). The villagers interfered in behalf of the birds 
and asked the soldiers to desist. This interference provoked 
the national pride of the soldiers who at once took aim at four 
poor villagers. One man died instantaneously, and the rest, 
being badly wounded, were conveyed to the Muzaffarnagar 
hospital in a precarious state. The soldiers immediately took 
their way to Meerut by a goods train. 


The Panjab-i-Akhbdr, of the 24th March, in an article 
communicated by a correspondent, publishes a fatwa (decree) 
given by certain leaders of the Muhammadan religion in India 
on the question of divorce. [tis ruled on the authority of 
the shariat that if a Mussalman does not support his wife, 


and also refuses to divorce her,-a Mufti: of the Muhammadan 

religion h has the power to-permit her to contract a marriage 
with another man. The editor remarks that under the present 
system in vogue in the courts of law, it is very difficult for a 
woman to compel her husband to support her against his will, 

and. also for a man to constrain his wife to live with him if 
she has made up her mind to desert him for another man. To 
obviate the distress and trouble resulting from this state of 
affairs to the husband and wife who are not on friendly terms 
with each other, the Government would do well to empower 
the courts of law to act in the spirit of the above fatwa. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 30th March, says that the travel- 
ler. experiences great inconvenience and discomfort in Calcutta 
for want of serais. The Government and the railwxy com- 
pany ought immediately to build some suitable serais there. 
The northern half of the city of Calcutta inhabited by the 
native community is singularly dirty and filthy, and is, there- 


fore, constantly visited by epidemic diseases. The municipal 
committee of Calcutta, whose income aggregates no less than 
a crore of rupees, should try to 1 improve te healthiness of the 
city. | | 
The Urdé Abkbér, Akola, of the 24th March, notices the 


urgent need of trained midwives in _ India, particularly in 
Berar. 
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